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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 125 


[Abstract:] Abstracts sheets of Gold Bullion & Silver Purchases... 44 
E.OL. 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
January 10, 1882 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq. 
Supt. U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Sir: - 


I desire to call your attention to the fact that the abstract sheets of gold bullion and 
purchases of silver bullion forwarded with your bullion accounts, do not enable me to tell what 
portion of the charges collected from depositors during the quarter should be carried to the credit 
of parting and refining accounts and what portion to the credit of profit and loss. As the former 
are made applicable by law for use in defraying the expenses connected with the operations of 
parting and refining bullion and when deposited are covered into the Treasury differently from 
the charges which are carried to the credit of your profit and loss account, it is essential that I 
should have some means of verifying these entries in your accounts, and as the entries are made 
in the accounts from the abstract sheets, the latter should afford the necessary information. This 
could be done by using the sheets heretofore forwarded you from this office for the purpose, or if 
the ruling on them does not conform to the desire of your abstract clerk in this respect, you can 
either prepare sheets which will show the charges for “toughening, refining and parting bullion” 
in a column, or columns, separate from all other charges, or alter the headings of the columns for 
charges on your present abstract sheets, which you seem to prefer to use. 


This is a matter of some importance, and I consider it necessary that I should know that 
the proper charges are carried to the credit of the respective accounts, which I can not do so long 
as the alloy charge is embraced in the same column with charges which go to the credit of a 
different account. 


Very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director. 


